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WHILE FRIDAY NIGHT AT the Vancouver Folk Festival focuses on main stage performances, the rest of the 
weekend on the sprawling festival grounds of Jericho Beach is as notable for its smaller workshop performances. 
This was especially true this year. This particular Saturday started with the official public announcement of Joan 
Baez's cancellation. Perhaps in some kind of karmic sympathy, the day's weather forecast -- originally a bit 
ominous -- took a turn for the brighter…

As a morning starter, I opted to visit a workshop aptly named Carefree Highway and hosted by locals Fish & Bird. 
With both Great Lake Swimmers and Ashleigh Flynn & the Back Porch, the tiny stage was packed but all 
eyes were on the Kentucky visitors. Clustered around a single microphone rather than individually amped, the 
most visually striking thing wasn't even the upright bass constructed from a wash basin. Standing in front was a 
washboard player with an assortment of small cymbals and cans attached to her washboard. It was pretty obvious 
that this was going to be something a little bit different.

The workshop unfolded nicely, with the Great Lakes Swimmers' cover of the titular Gordon Lightfoot song a 
particular standout. As a follow up to that, Miranda Mulholland's voice was paired beautifully with Tony Dekker's 
for a rendition of Gram Parsons' "Song for You" that would have done Parsons and Emmylou Harris proud. 
Ashleigh Flynn and her ragtag band of musicians, clustered around that single microphone, delivered a solid 
set of southern bluegrass tunes and made this the ideal place to start a day. That single microphone thing really 
worked...

In the end, the day can probably be best summed up with a few short lessons:
• Into every life a little rain must fall. If that rain comes in the form of a cancelled headliner, sometimes the audience is OK 
with it.
• Sometimes all you need is a lot of talent, a single microphone and a few home made instruments. Well 
done, Ashleigh Flynn...


